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New Chabahar pact ‘not exempt’ from Iran sanctions: US.

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The new 10-year agree-
ment between India and
Iran to develop the Chaba-
har port carries the “po-
tential risk” of sanctions,
the U.S. State Department
said on Tuesday, casting a
cloud over whether the
special exemption India
had received from the U.S.
in 2018 will still be applica-
ble for the next phase of
development and invest-
ments in the Iranian
project.

In particular, India’s
plans under the new agree-
ment to invest approxi-
mately $120 million in
equipment for the port
and a credit window of
$250 million are likely to
be under the scanner if the
U.S. decides against ex-
tending its sanctions carve-

out for India.

In response to specific
questions about the long-
term contract signed bet-
ween India Ports Global
Ltd. and Port and Maritime
Organisation of Iran on
Monday, in the presence of
Shipping Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal and his Ira-
nian counterpart Mehrdad
Bazrpash in Tehran, the
State Department spokes-
person said the U.S. had
noted the agreement and
said there was “no” specif-
ic exemption for it.

“We’re aware of these
reports that Iran and India
have signed a deal con-
cerning the Chabahar
port,” US. State Depart-
ment spokesperson Ve-
dant Patel said.

“As it relates to the Unit-
ed States, U.S. sanctions on
Iran remain in place and
we’ll continue to enforce
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Officials during the signing of the deal between India Ports Global
Ltd and Ports and Maritime organisation of Iran on Monday. PTi

them,” he said, adding that
all entities considering bu-
siness deals with Iran
“need to be aware of the
potential risk that they are
opening themselves up to
and the potential risk of
sanctions”.

The statement by the
U.S. that came hours after

the signing of the contract
in Iran is significant as In-
dia has thus far managed
operations at Chabahar’s
Shahid Beheshti Terminal
despite stringent sanctions
on companies otherwise
dealing with Iran.

In 2018, a carve-out
made by the previous

Trump administration had
been seen as a considera-
ble success for India-U.S.
diplomacy, and for India’s
plans to support the then-
democratic government in
Afghanistan.

Carve-out clause
According to the US!s
carve-out clause, detailed
in amendments to the Iran
Freedom and Counter-Pro-
liferation Act (IFCA) made
in November 2018, the U.S.
President could authorise
exemptions to sanctions
imposed against Iran in
two cases: humanitarian
aid for Iranian people, and
assistance for Afghanistan.
Section 1244 of the IFCA
(f) states that “The [US]
President may provide for
an exception from the im-
position of sanctions un-
der this section for recon-
struction assistance or

economic development for
Afghanistan” provided it is
in the “national interest of
the United States”.

A third exception, a six-
month waiver on oil im-
ports from Iran ran out in
2019, and India complied
with the U.S. demand to
“zero out” its purchases of
Iranian oil.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry declined to com-
ment on the USs res-
ponse. However, it is
understood that officials
are studying the comments
with a view to whether
they indicate any impact
on the U.S. position on In-
dia’s future dealings on
Chabahar.

With election under way
in India, and due in the
U.S. later this year, a clear-
er picture may not, howev-
er, appear for several
months.




Wax treatment for joint injury

Q: | fractured
my ankle five
months ago.
Under
continuous
stress, say
when you
leave your legs dangling for
over an hour, they swell up.
On the doctor’s advice, |
underwent wax treatment.
What is the basis for using
wax? Can one not use hot
water instead of wax?
A: The swelling in the ankle
and foot is due to an increased
accumulation of lymphatic
fluid around the injured area.
This is because of gravity.

The principle behind wax
treatment is the latent heat
given off by the molten wax
(above 45 degrees C) during its
cooling process.

This heat enlarges the blood
vessels (a process called
vasodilation) below the
applied area and helps to
effectively drain the
accumulated fluid.

This temperature is quite
bearable and soothing.

But the latent heat given off by
hot water, at about 100
degrees C, is certainly harmful
to the human body.

Hot water can also be used
at bearable temperatures but it
cools far more rapidly than

The latent heat given off by the molten wax during
cooling enlarges the blood vessels and helps to drain
the accumulated fluid. GETTY IMAGES

molten wax.

In the case of molten wax, moreover, the
latent heat given off during its change of
state, from liquid to solid, helps in
vasodilation as well.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’




SISl ®1 die & e 71 SuER (15 13)

"I HE I Ugd B e+ | bR 81 41 AT | g § 3 W fl g b J
WG] HY T AcPHTE WAl §, di d Jol o1 & | IR Sidex A 959 dlede &1
geia far | 359 Tt o1 § 599 9oy Ryt T ur &1 s T
Hdr?"

o THA AR T YoM TIC & SMUN TP 59 & STHI g & Bl 8, WaR a9
9 IR A JHT 9% dcdh @d o |

o T IR, fUuct U A (45 fSH AR I Hw) Bt
S ST BT IUTNT b fHaT S 3|
g1l (@fSIT) Bl ST PR Sl 8,
oI Sferd %@ &1 THTEt &1 1 S8R )
e e 81 s

CRISIECIRANIE]
T H §gd qoft 4 3@

gl
=TE1 BIdil ol g1 g &1 ST &

e TIATIH & DIt T Gl FAT3{l = U= URI&M o d-1d b HRUT ST R o],
S fob YR 1 "BIRRT IS & 0 H S S 9Tt &3 H Ueh ITH U g |

o T I HRA WR A B3 I ufcanht udiematt & garg 3R I 3aemsii & HRur
3T ST o A §, ForehT IeeRd SR Ju1gs Al | fear S 8|

. éwwug%ﬁﬁﬁa%am@v%w@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ummﬁﬁm
3TIE B g |




OTRATRS GaTd ®I BT & a9 BT Th HGAYU! HRUI AT STl 8, Al o &1
A1 & 7o S8R TTufiaarsit 3iR SITRedhdT 9 39 &Y foodT off 9hdT ¢ |

CRa® BT Y ¢ b URief ars 3R Fame WiteR! S & O 1d J GRTGH o aTd
30 BRI ! AT TR THd g |

AGH - TRIETS 3R TSI 1 Ja1 T BT &b HeI01 DI WIS o 1 SHTIRISHdl
R 9 feaT g, TUT HaT1 | foh il & S Bt SaRgdhdrai & wdfidmdr &t St
ElEHY

I8 Yeird fan T 8 b gansill &l G7cb W b IR H {14 a1 =g e
fiferat iR gutaft o I FHeuror B Uryfidar <t ST =g

PIAT TR BT 36T

T TRTef0T Toidt (THE) fafiet urasush T o ferggra=r iy THRils sRel/eiuys
UTSTHH & YR TR AT Bl 8, o ThRIAB.HHT Sidi 6 |

Emﬁ%%, DI SR BT Tl TBAT 3R 75 BOR Rig! I @E 1 HRY a1 Uar &l
rER

2 T1enal B Tl B9 a1 s BT TGS IRERIT ST AN HR ¢d &,
AT 0 T 3T 81 57T & SR UM TR S Samgan o fad B3 ad g |

3 BT H QeI fawat T IR GrnfofeienI Iet PherHTd 81T 8 3R 376 SR "IIadt
A" HRT ST 5|

DI TRITT T SRR ] H TeiMfeid gl & SR il iR e R srisH dud
€, Sl gu8 5 99! Y Y= gIMR.IId 40 T I 39 §1G ddb Iadi g |

$S AR BT HRAA SIS SHRT! ST & Siia TR FHeoll R od o, fore
I S0 dfRId sisTTd B |

CRa® - Whdl B SeRT IR AT ST ¢ o 1 PIfiTT Yer BE! &l had TRIET B
JIR R b e d - el e H 9 38 & |

RSP Sig

face faxfaemeaE @ e SR AaH IR UTeushHl & ford 8Td & § S gfRarRict

UCH €% (CUET) Y& fohar T |

%ﬂqéﬁm%m G Ble- & Sl 3! a1 Aad ! TR FHRAr &1 Ta ol
|

et 7 Wiggc! & A1y ¥ Uaw UM aTd B &1 BR1d I[0raxd o 9 H FRierd &t

8, AU Hel ¢ [ 3 TiiRargds T & s €, gardt srauronsii & wwgt 78l

T &, TUT 3T AHIIS DIRTd BT AU ] |

fafarera & Mee qur o &5 & &< eI Jex g Tu e, o faafial &1

Ulaash ) H YaxT e o1 areT R @ B




o F3 3fNUITH, H ugelt fidh & faenff 1t enfira 8 g7 ol & i & soma 8 8k
U HUT A A €, T 98 3 T8l = Jovd |

o BTN, PIA CUET TR W AR 31 uHdt 781 81 ], o HRur o aut #
AT TRuTT e MU g |

o TSI UTIAT-8-UA=T Y& (NEET) 3R g YT UL (JEE) A 3R T 3t

AU YT URdd HRe ] |

o S URTRUME &1 RIeR 3 9= 81 38 §, ot URd 3R fay & ufass &1 ufafafra svd
gl

o UT® A 3w Riefn! B Fgfad SR g ol & R ey NEIREE
S o1 g3iTa fean §, safs et w@a sifafkad 3if

gl
o T st e ifq el w Hied 8, O ot wgpeht R SR
fear ST =R

o T, WIS 3R T SISl &) A Ied fha e o fpu
T4 AT 1 HHAR A i1 off b |
. ﬁmaawwmmmﬁ@ , qifdT dhad aut

R

S g SIS FHLT Y|

HTRITd JTTPTR UR AT Pigd

o ORI URIEM3H H Uh AfgaiTa
IR SRR T B EP |

o  CUET TTJEE SR gtemalt 27811 5 Q&ifOrp 3fh! Bt ST Tl Bl
T ST =TT, 1Y B cafaaiTd ITeleh R |
o 1t Hga foar ST |
q

S TR u
FcS 8l 9dhd o, Afdhd YW & ot thara Ry

ElIRSSHEIER BRI RIESDI

o HET12D
PR

[ PT Th JHTToI-Th TT&Th R U-d b THE U] &1 g bl

Dol - 70 Y HTYH IO Y G WETHR BT THAargdd SUART foa

g A URUMREGSY JHRIHS URUMTH T 31T 8 3R §dT=ITSie SRl & ek
TG

o HIRATA ATTPR BTHI B AeIOTF 3PHT T T U HgT BT UgH P A
eGP g

o TN TG FTeMeh R T 81 8l 3R 3P o7t THY 3R & P STaLTehdl
Bl &, AR o 3 T B &1 31U Yo T &1 AR UGH dxd & |

o AR TN H G WETHR DI MAS B ° JaT3f Bl 919 3R ga1d &

HRUIFEIC 814 I S H Ace e gbat g




o gt siftyumasl, ifa Fafarst ok wive!, faRiva dier & wive & garsii &
YIS P YT FRA & 1o1T 370 B0l & I ¢ aTfe Tl

TATFIRA! &1 fRUTT R 1R Wy fewforT

(15 HS) (GS PAPER II: TSI (-
o) 3mSR

Candid notes on the NHRCs status deferral

T he National Human Rights Commission of

India (NHRC) was formally informed late

last week that the deferral of its status
would continue for a year more. The deferral was
put in place by the sub-committee on
accreditation (SCA) of the Global Alliance of
National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) for
a year, in 2023. While the SCA did not agree with
the plea of some leading international
non-governmental organisations, to put the
NHRC in category ‘B’, it also rejected India’s
request to lift the deferral.

The NHRC chairperson, a former Justice of the
Supreme Court of India, Justice Arun Mishra, and
the government may have been unhappy with the
continuing deferral but are sure to be relieved
that they have avoided the ignominy of a
downgrade. The NHRC, directly and, the
government, from behind the scenes, had
lobbied hard for the deferral to be removed and
the cloud over India’s ‘A’ status goes away. Justice
Mishra retires in early June and, if the new
government to be formed in June after the
general election 2024 does not reappoint him, he
will be the first NHRC chairman to leave the
organisation with the sword of Damocles hanging
over its head. This would only strengthen the
initial doubts raised about his appointment.

The NHRC brochure

A peep into Justice Mishra’s approach to human
rights is available from a brochure published by
the NHRC, titled ‘Human Rights 75’. The
document was put out as part of the celebrations
of ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’. In its introduction
the document sought to establish that “India’s
earliest civilisations... laid the fundamental
edifice for some basic human rights principles”.
To substantiate this point it referred to ancient
texts such as the Vedas and the Upanishads. It
rightly asserted that they promoted the
exploration of spiritual truths. Thereafter, the
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publication went on to state, “The concept of
justice and fairness is also central to ancient
Indian literature. The Manusmriti, while
reflecting the social norms of its time, also
outlines principles of justice, including
punishment proportionate to the crime”.

For crores of historically disadvantaged
Indians, the Manusmriti is the fountainhead of
the evil of discrimination and violence they have
suffered. Its mention in a NHRC document,
despite the routine caveat attached to the

, will be outrageous to them and to

are pledged to uphold the Indian

Constitution. Was the Manusmriti’s mention an
oversight or does it reflect the considere:
of Justice Mishra? Even at this stage a clarification
would be useful. He would certainly know that
the foundational values of the Indian Constitution
are in direct conflict with the basic postulates of
the Manusmriti.

Drifting away from the Paris Principles?
rtainly, the GANHRI's decision has not been
influenced by the reference to the Manusmriti but

ause of the belief that India has not been
ering to the Paris Principles. In early 2017, the

pa.rnapauon in the work and pa.rtlc1patl011 of the
GANHRY, as well as the work of the Human Rights
Council and other UN mechanisms”. On the Paris
Principles the NHRC noted, “The United Nations’
Paris Principles provide the international
benchmarks against which the National Human
Rights Institutions (NHRIs) can be accredited”.
The Paris Principles were adopted by the UN in
1993. The NHRC stated that the Paris Principles
set out “six main criterions that NHRIs are

expected to meet. These are: Mandate and
competence, Autonomy from Government,
Independence guaranteed by a Statute or
Constitution, Pluralism, Adequate Resources; and
adequate powers of investigations. The GANHRI
found the NHRC, India compatible with these
criterion” and so gave it ‘A’ status. That was then.
But now, the GANHRI’s doubts continue,

obvio

This is a peer-reviewed evaluation

The GANHRI evaluation process is a
peer-reviewed one and hence cannot be
dismissed as the government has done, since
2019, any criticism of the human rights situation
in India. Indeed, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar has been especially sensitive to
charges of the Narendra Modi government falling
short in observing civil liberties and fundamental
freedoms. He has, in response to criticism of
India on these issues, pointed to the deficiencies
in the West on these fronts. He has been
acclaimed in India for doing so. Much of the
criticism of the West for weaponising human
rights is valid but the diplomacy of criticising the
West and those who lecture India need not have
been abrasive. Firmness does not need the use of
the bludgeon of harsh language but the rapier of
logic and reason. It also requires the acceptance
that India, like all other countries, is not perfect.
But such approaches are considered timid in
these muscular times.

It is not clear if the Jaishankar muscular
approach was adopted by the NHRC in dealing
with the SCA. If it was, it has obviously not
succeeded. The continuing deferral proves this.
But there is a more substantial issue involved.
This is the attitude of the government towards the
NHRC. Doubts arise because of the nature of the
appointments to it and also because of the
continuing vacancies in the body. Finally, the
NHRC itself has a lot to introspect about.
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On the importance of regulatory
sandboxes in artificial intelligence
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